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History of 
Juneteenth
What do you know…



Black-ish (a show from ABC) shares history about Juneteenth:

*Blackish clips were made to be accessible to a wide audience.  
They’re well done and in a way that is accessible to a wide 
audience, but still from Black Voices.



1. Juneteenth is a holiday that commemorates the end of Slavery in the United 
States

2. Originally celebrated in Texas on June 19th, 1866:
a. 1st anniversary of the day that African Americans learned of the Emancipation 

Proclamation
b. More than 2 years after it was originally issued

3. Juneteenth became a Federal Holiday in 2021
4. The Juneteenth Flag uses the Red, White and Blue of the United States flag to signify 

that enslaved people in the United States, and their descendents, all, were and are 
Americans

a. The White star and it’s burst symbol on the flag, signify newness and freedom
5. Juneteenth is celebrated with family gatherings, festivals, religious services, and 

educational events

*Collected from Encyclopedia Britannica

History Recap.
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Is this a Holiday we 

Celebrate?
How do we honor this holiday 

in ways that recognize and center the 
Black American experience 



Honoring Juneteenth, 
while centering in the Black American Experience



Let’s take a moment to pause and see what came up for us:
○ 1960’s 
○ BLM Movement

Can you think of a promise or dream 
of freedom that was not upheld or 
has yet to be realized?



Ideas to 
Recognize 
Juneteenth



What Does it Mean to Celebrate Juneteenth

Celebrating
Black-ish on 

Celebrating Juneteenth



Opportunities for Growth

● Read Black Literature, Watch Black-made Films, Listen
to Black Culture Bearers, vote for people who will do 
the work to support Black Americans
○ *See SALC Racial Justice Group’s Literature List linked to the SALC 

Website
● Donate to Black-led Organizations

● Do the work to better understand 
○ Allow yourself to be where you are in your journey of understanding
○ When we struggle, feel uncomfortable, get sad, feel guilty

■ feel it, work to understand it, and make space for it in our hearts so we can 
move forward to support  and uplift Black Americans,  issues and Black 
leaders.

○ 100 Questions for White People on Juneteenth, by Sarah Alverado

https://madison365.com/100-questions-for-white-people-on-juneteenth/


LOCAL JUNETEENTH EVENTS
● McCaw Hall: June 19th, 6pm,“The Songs of Black Folk: The Music of 

Resistance & Hope”
● MOHAI: “Black Love: The Form of Resistance”
● Northwest African American Museum (NAAM) Beginning today-

events all week online and in person opportunities
● SAM- 3rd floor Exhibit “Emblems of encountered people in Africa”
● Black Pride: *June 18th & 19th, for those in the Black pride community

● Seattle Mariners Game, June 19th: Salute to Negros
● June 18th  and 19th: “It Takes A Village AMSA Edition—My Black is 

Beautiful” Juneteenth Inspired-performances at Seattle’s Othello Park

https://www.mccawhall.com/events/detail/one-seattle-juneteenth
https://www.mccawhall.com/events/detail/one-seattle-juneteenth
https://www.seattleartmuseum.org/Exhibitions/Details?EventId=44675
https://www.naamnw.org/events
https://www.seattleartmuseum.org/Exhibitions/Details?EventId=44675&fbclid=IwAR03hCy87IzlkgDAu753N6OJYjXko23sbTiVk94JinkDbVRsNj-oygVgDec
https://www.nwblackpride.org/events
https://www.mlb.com/mariners/community/juneteenth
https://parkways.seattle.gov/2022/06/06/june-events-in-parks/


While we have your attention

Pride Parade on June 26th 



Thank You
For listening and engaging with us 

this morning.
We hope you find a way to honor 
the Black American experience on 

Juneteenth next Sunday!


