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The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
 He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters; 

he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  

I fear no evil;
for you are with me;  

your rod and your staff —  
they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me  
in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  
all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD  
my whole life long.

Beyond the shadow lies the promise -  
of everlasting life with our good Shepherd



Remembered Joy
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free!

I follow the plan God laid for me.
I saw His face, I heard His call,
I took His hand and left it all...
I could not stay another day,

To love, to laugh, to work or play;
Tasks left undone must stay that way.

And if my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship share, a laugh, a kiss...
Ah yes, these things I, too, shall miss.
My life’s been full, I’ve savoured much:

Good times, good friends, a loved-one’s touch.
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief-
Don’t shorten yours with undue grief.
Be not burdened with tears of sorrow,

Enjoy the sunshine of the morrow.
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A Service of Thanksgiving and Praise to God 
in Loving Memory of 

ErnEst LowELL ArnEson
November 2, 1938 – June 26, 2023

PRELUDE  

WELCOME   Pastor Lara

GATHERING
 Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world.  We are gathered to 

worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our 
brother in Christ, Lowell, to give thanks for his life, to commend him to our 
merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief.

Please stand.

HYMN   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty  bulletin page 8

PRAYER OF THE DAY
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
 And also with you.
 O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother, Lowell.  

We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our 
pilgrimage on earth.  In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn.  
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your 
call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

 Amen.

Please be seated.

MEMORIES   Art Gurtel

 Pastor 
 Reader 
 Congregation
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MUSICAL INTERLUDE  

READING   Romans 8:31-35, 37-39
What then are we to say about these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?  

He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with 
him also give us everything else?  Who will bring any charge against God’s elect?  
It is God who justifies.  Who is to condemn?  It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

 Word of God.
 Word of Life.

Please stand.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL 
 The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
 Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING  John 14:1-6, 25-27
[Jesus said,] “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in 

me.  In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.  If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may 
be also.  And you know the way to the place where I am going.”  Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”  Jesus said 
to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 

“I have said these things to you while I am still with you.  But the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 
remind you of all that I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and 
do not let them be afraid.”

 The Gospel of the Lord.
 Praise to you, O Christ.
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Please be seated.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND HOPE   Pastor James McEachran 
     Grace Enfolds

Philippians 4:4-9
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  
The Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is 

anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

Please stand.

HYMN   What a Friend We Have in Jesus bulletin page 9

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed
 Trusting in God’s baptismal promises,  

 we affirm our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
	 On	the	third	day	he	rose	again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 God of mercy,
 hear our prayer.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

	 as	we	forgive	those	who	trespass	against	us;
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen.

THE COMMENDATION
 Let us commend Lowell Arneson to the mercy of God,  

 our maker and redeemer. 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Lowell.  
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb 
of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  Receive him into the 
arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the 
glorious company of the saints in light.

 Amen.

BENEDICTION
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

 Amen.

HYMN   My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less bulletin page 10

SENDING  
 Let us go forth in peace.
 In the name of Christ.  Amen.

POSTLUDE  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God [Martin Luther]

Following the service,  
all are invited to gather in Fellowship Hall for a reception. 
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Participants
 Presiding Minister  The Reverend Lara Forbes
 Preaching Minister  The Reverend James N. McEachran
 Director of Music Ministries/Organist Dr. Will Simpson
 Memories Art Gurtel
 Reader Susan Hegedus
 Audio/Video Sharon Gurtel, Johannes Grad

 Reception Support Team Janell Erickson, Mikel Oswalt

Liturgy and Music:
Unless otherwise noted, hymns are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), and Scripture readings are from 

NRSV. Liturgy and NRSV text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Streamed/reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006660.  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty; ELW Hymn 858.  Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 
1827-1878, alt. Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part II, Stralsund, 1665.  Text and Music: public domain. 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus; ELW Hymn 742.  Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886. Music: Charles C. Converse, 
1832-1918.  Text and Music: public domain.  

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less; ELW Hymn 597.  Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt. Music: John B. Dykes, 
1823-1876.  Text and Music: public domain.

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.  Music: Martin Luther.  
 

This worship service is being livestreamed and recorded to YouTube,  
and video and audio recording is currently in progress. 

It is possible that video footage and/or audio conversations of worshipers may appear  
on the YouTube livestream/recording.  

  VIDEO and AUDIO RECORDING IN PROGRESS   

The family suggests that donations in Lowell’s memory be directed to  
Samaritan’s Purse 

PO Box 3000 
Boone, NC 28607 

www.samaritanspurse.org
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HYMN   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW Hymn 858
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HYMN   What a Friend We Have in Jesus ELW Hymn 742
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HYMN   My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW Hymn 597
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God hath not promised 
Skies always blue, 

Flower-strewn pathways 
All our lives through.
God hath not promised  

Sun without rain, 
Joy without sorrow, 
Peace without pain. 

But God hath promised 
Strength for the day, 

Rest for the labor, 
Light for the way.

Grace for the trials, 
Help from above, 

Unfailing sympathy 
Undying love.
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