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Ann Axness Shaw
Ann was born on August 9, 1924 in Ashland, Wisconsin on the shores of Lake Superior.  
She spent her early years in the small lumber mill town of Mason.  Mason, Wisconsin 
still only has a population of less than 100 people.  She played the piano and the 
organ at their church.  Ann attended the University of Wisconsin where she met her 
husband John of 65 years.  They moved thirteen times as John’s career advanced 
with the Navy and International Nickel Company.  Their journey took them to many 
places: Brunswick, ME; Boston, MA; Washington D.C.; Verona, NJ; Great Notch, NJ 
(apartment and then house); Copper Cliff, Ontario, Canada (two different company 
houses); Huntington, WV; Westfield, NJ; Bellevue, WA; Summit, NJ; Bellevue, WA.  She 
made each city feel like home.  Ann and John traveled together to Norway, Germany, 
Austria, France, England, Japan, Mexico, Alaska, Hawaii and made many road trips 
around the United States.  Mom lived for 12 years on Mercer Island at a great 
community, Aljoya, that we teasingly called the “cruise ship” because she was always 
so busy enjoying the many activities there.  Ann was very proud of her family and 
enjoyed making lasting friendships, reading, knitting, needlework and crafts.

She was preceded in death by her parents Henry and Mayme (Moen) Axness; her 
brother Richard “Dick” Axness, and her husband John LaMotte Shaw.  She is survived 
by her sons John (Kathy) Shaw and Brian Shaw; her daughters Jocelyn (Mike) Shuman 
and Sarah (Sean) Newsum, her beloved nine grandchildren Kristine (Chet) Brown, 
David (Angie) Shaw, Michael Shaw, Andrew (Julie) Shuman, Stephanie (Rich) Spagna, 
Stacy (Ryan) Rainey, Kimberly (Joel) Newsum-Epps, Henry Newsum and Erik Newsum; 
eight great grandchildren Sam (Savannah) Okutsu, Samantha Shuman, Maria, Vincent 
and Luke Spagna, Austin and Annalyn Rainey and Leighton Epps, and three great-great 
grandchildren Isabella, Amelia and August Okutsu.
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A Service of Thanksgiving and Praise to God 
in Loving Memory of 
Ann Axness Shaw

August 9, 1924 – December 2, 2022

PRELUDE  Where’er You Walk Aria from SEMELE [G.F. Handel] 
     Erik Newsum, trumpet; Will Simpson, organ

WELCOME   Pastor Lara

GATHERING
 Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to 

worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our 
sister in Christ, Ann, to give thanks for her life, to commend her to our merciful 
redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief.

Please stand.

HYMN   The Old Rugged Cross  bulletin page 10

PRAYER OF THE DAY
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.
 And also with you.
 Almighty God, source of all mercy and giver of comfort, graciously tend those 

who mourn, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolation 
of your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

 Amen.

Please be seated.

MEMORIES

 Pastor 
 Congregation
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MUSIC   The Church’s One Foundation [Samuel S. Wesley]
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;  

she is his new creation by water and the word. 
From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;  
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 

Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth,  
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth:  

one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued. 

Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,  

yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: “How long?”  
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 

Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war,  
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 

till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 

Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One,  
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.  
Oh, blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace,  

that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face.

READING   John 15:9-17
“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love.  I have said these things to you so that my joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you 
do what I command you.  I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does 
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made 
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.  You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 
will give you whatever you ask him in my name.  I am giving you these commands so 
that you may love one another.”

 Word of God.
 Word of Life.



5

PSALM 23
 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
 He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

 he leads me beside still waters;
 he restores my soul. 

 He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

 I fear no evil; 
 for you are with me;  
	 your	rod	and	your	staff	—	they	comfort	me.

 You prepare a table before me  
 in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows.

 Surely	goodness	and	mercy	shall	follow	me	all	the	days	of	my	life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.

READING   1 Corinthians 12:31; 1 Corinthians 13:1-8a
But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 

gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing.  If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that 
I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.  

Love never ends.  
 Word of God.
 Word of Life.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND HOPE   Pastor James McEachran 
     The Better Way

Please stand.

HYMN   Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound bulletin page 11
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed
 Trusting in God’s baptismal promises,  

 we affirm our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
	 creator	of	heaven	and	earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
	 who	was	conceived	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried; 
	 he	descended	to	the	dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
	 he	ascended	into	heaven,	he	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father, 
	 and	he	will	come	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
	 the	holy	catholic	Church,	the	communion	of	saints, 
	 the	forgiveness	of	sins,	the	resurrection	of	the	body,	 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 God of mercy,
 hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
	 thy	kingdom	come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

 Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.
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THE COMMENDATION
 Let us commend Ann Axness Shaw to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, Ann.  
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your 
own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  Receive her into the arms of your 
mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of 
the saints in light.

 Amen.

BENEDICTION
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.

 Amen.

SENDING  
 Let us go forth in peace.
 In the name of Christ.  Amen.

POSTLUDE   

Following the service,  
all are invited to gather in Fellowship Hall for a reception. 

Participants
 Presiding Minister  The Reverend Lara Forbes
 Preaching Minister  The Reverend James N. McEachran
 Director of Music Ministries/Organist Dr. Will Simpson
 Audio/Video Sharon Gurtel, Kurt Lutterman

 Reception Support Team Linda Willenberg, Lois Eckley

A Committal was held on February 23, 2023  
at Tahoma National Cemetery, Kent, Washington.
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The family suggests that donations in Ann’s memory be directed to 
The Pastor Homer W. Berner Memorial Scholarship Fund 

Saint Andrew’s Lutheran Church  
2650 148th Avenue SE 
Bellevue, WA 98007 
https://salc.church

Liturgy	and	Music:
Unless otherwise noted, hymns are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), and Scripture readings are from NRSV. 

Liturgy and NRSV text from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Streamed/reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006660.  New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The Old Rugged Cross.  Text and Music: George Bennard, 1873-1958; public domain.
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound; ELW Hymn 779.  Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, 

st. 5.  Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt.  Text and Music: public 
domain.

The Church’s One Foundation.  Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900. Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876.  Text and 
Music: public domain.
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HYMN   The Old Rugged Cross [George Bennard]
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HYMN   Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound [John Newton]



2650 148th Avenue SE  425-746-2529
Bellevue, WA 98007  https://SALC.church


